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The census will usually give you the name
of the boat the family were working and
its location at the date of the census.
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Canal & River Trust National Waterways Museum, Researching your waterway family history, https://canalrivertrust.org.uk/media/docuse
4Y/aHROcHM6Ly9jcnRwecm9kY21zdWtzMDEuYmxvYi5jb3JILndpbmRvd3MubmVOL2RvY3VtZW50Lw/0189bc30-fafd-7226-a23a-f038c764998d.
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The national censuses for 1841 to 1911 are
now available on-line (for example see
findmypast.co.uk) and county record
offices usually hold film or microfiche
copies for each year from 1841 to 1901.
Boat families are usually listed at the end
of each enumeration district.

With both parish and census records,
it is worth bearing in mind that boat
families were not tied to one location.
In many cases their boat was also their
house and someone could have been

born, married and buried in three different

towns and their children born in yet
another county.

boat family, boat people

M CHEFE

Canal & River Trust

The boat people would have stopped off
at churches along the canal, where they

were welcomed, in order to register births,

marriages etc. The family would normally
return to their place of origin to bury their
dead. Often the boat families made
connections to non-conformist churches
such as Primitive Methodist and Salvation
Army - you can talk to the relevant local

ARQUA/8HAEKFXIaJApsBNOMQOUSnawZXORCrEeaoQewfWG-

Researching your waterway family history

authority record office to find these
records or search nationalarchives.gov.
uk/discovery.

The Waterways Archive can advise
you which churches were popular
with boat people.
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https://canalrivertrust.org.uk/media/document/8C0g9S8ScCLNcNGdcrAgUA/8H4EKFXlaJApsBNOMQ0USnawZX0RCrEeaoQewfWG-4Y/aHR0cHM6Ly9jcnRwcm9kY21zdWtzMDEuYmxvYi5jb3JlLndpbmRvd3MubmV0L2RvY3VtZW50Lw/0189bc30-fafd-7226-a23a-f038c76499bd.pdf
https://canalrivertrust.org.uk/media/document/8C0g9S8ScCLNcNGdcrAgUA/8H4EKFXlaJApsBNOMQ0USnawZX0RCrEeaoQewfWG-4Y/aHR0cHM6Ly9jcnRwcm9kY21zdWtzMDEuYmxvYi5jb3JlLndpbmRvd3MubmV0L2RvY3VtZW50Lw/0189bc30-fafd-7226-a23a-f038c76499bd.pdf
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BBC: Transport — canals and railways,
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London Canal Museum: https://www.canalmuseum.org,uk/history/maps.htm
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* “Narrow Boat” by Tom Rolt, 1944
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Gill Foster: The Power of the Word How writings about boatpeople affected perceptions, Journal of the Railway

& Canal Historical Society, Volume 34, Part 5, No 185 2003
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18 30] D {E 18 Canal restoration

Photo by Canal & River Trust, Erewash Canal
(Credit: WATERWAY IMAGES)
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No experience required

Our boats are easy to handle
with no licenses required. Before
setting off on your holiday, you
will be taught how to safely drive
the boat, moor and how to travel
through locks, ensuring you are
happy and confident controlling
your cruiser.

Navigation after dark

Obey all signs and foll
Pass oncoming boats

Boats coming downst
sharp bends.

Avoid turning near be
The speed limit is 5 m)|
walking pace) - don't ¢

anglers and moored H

When mooring, don't
damage the riverbanl

Boating under the infl
- it impairs judgement
significantly increase} i

We recommend life ja s
times, especially by cl

Wear appropriate no
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N E%.e b,%?t: Regional Guide, The River Thames, https://leboat-
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https://leboat-website.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/2024/07/thames-guide-eng.pdf
https://leboat-website.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/2024/07/thames-guide-eng.pdf
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Le boat: Regional Guide, The River Thames, https://leboat- )
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https://leboat-website.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/2024/07/thames-guide-eng.pdf
https://leboat-website.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/2024/07/thames-guide-eng.pdf
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